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Books 
 

Two-Sound Books  
 

 
 

The Two-Sound Books, along with the Two-Sound Worksheets and Word 
Cards, represent the students' first efforts to read on their own.  There are 
thirteen books at the two-sound level.  Six of these books are coded at the 
triangle level of ability.  This means that, as was true for the Two-Sound 
Worksheets and Two-Sound Word Cards, almost half of the Two-Sound Books 
require the knowledge of no more than eight sounds to be read by the students. 

The Two-Sound Books are meant to be read by everyone, even children 
like Charles, who cannot remember the first eight sounds and who are, 
therefore, using specially modified versions of the other activities to reduce their 
initial workload.  Children who cannot actually read the books can still turn the 
pages, look at the pictures, and enjoy pretending that they are reading.  

The Two-Sound Picture Books have a unique feature that they share with 
the Three, Phrase, and Transition Books as well.  In each of the Two-Sound 
Books, the word to be read is on one page, and the picture the word refers to is 
on the following page.  There are two main reasons for this particular 
arrangement of words and illustrations:  

First, there is nothing else for the child to look at on the word page, but 
the word.  There is no illustration to distract the child from the word or to 
provide contextual clues as to what the word might be.  The child may not 
always be able to read the word correctly, but most certainly, the child cannot 
ignore it.  

Second, as the child reads the word, he or she forms a mental image of 
what kind of illustration is to be found on the following page.  If the word read is 
“cat”, the child expects to see a drawing of a cat on the next page.  The child 
then turns the page and sees if he or she was right about the word read.  The 
book provides the child both the opportunity to read and the opportunity for 
immediate feedback on the correctness of that reading.  This feedback allows the 
child to share in the magic of reading, since the word read on one page gives the 
child the power to know in advance what kind of picture might be on the next. 

When words and pictures are on the same page, the process of reading 
and knowing is reversed, and the magic is lost.  The child sees the illustration 
first and then tries to match the words with the illustration.  While this is a 
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perfectly acceptable format for a picture book, it offers the child little chance to 
experience the joy of reading.  The Two-Sound Books are set up so the child has 
the opportunity to read and to know that he or she is reading.  Reading is magic.  
The Two-Sound Books capture for each child the thrill of this magic. 

 
Three-Sound and Phrase Books 

 

 
 

The only Three-Sound Books are the Happy-Face White and Yellow 
Triangle Books.  The remaining eighteen books that are coded with the happy-
faced geometric shapes are Phrase Books.  Although only the codings for the first 
two books are an indication of the number of sounds a child must know before 
reading the book, the books are still meant to be introduced at the same time as 
similarly coded activities at the word card and worksheet level. 

Reading from books is easier for students than reading from either 
worksheets or word cards.  In the books, the correct answer is always on the 
next page, and there is no checking up on how well the book was read.  For this 
reason, the books introduced when the child is at the three-sound level of 
activity are ideally suited to preparing the child for the phrase level of activities 
that is to follow. 

The books introduced need not follow the same structure used to 
introduce  the word cards or worksheets.  A child who may still be working at the 
triangle level of two-sound activities should be allowed to read any of the Two-
Sound Books or even Three-Sound or Phrase Books that have been set out for 
other children to read.  Children should be allowed to try to read any book they 
wish, both because advanced exposure to what will come next is quite beneficial 
and because it is good for everybody's feelings about themselves if they may 
participate in activities at higher levels even before they are entirely ready.  

 
Transition Sentence Books  
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There are thirty-three books at the transition level of activities.  All of these 
books have the words on one page and the illustration on the next.  In addition, 
Transition Level Books use the same artwork that was used in the earlier books.  
Students who look once at a picture and think of it as “ice” benefit from looking 
again at the same picture and thinking of it as “an igloo”.  Reusing the artwork is 
a convenient way to enhance observation skills.  Flexibility of thinking, or 
looking at the same thing in a new way, is a teachable process. 

 
Vowels-Only Books  

You won't find any Vowels-Only Books in your reading kit.  Vowels-Only 
Books come into existence only as you and your students create them.  Because 
these books come from you and from your students, there is no limit to the 
number of Vowels-Only Books you and your students may share. 

The first kind of Vowels-Only Book is any book you have in class that you 
don't mind converting to vowels-only use.  Conversion consists of stamping the 
appropriate sound above each vowel in each word.  The kit contains a tray of 
small stamps.  These stamps are for your use in converting ordinary picture 
books into Vowels-Only Books. 

The second kind of Vowels-Only Book is one that you and your students 
make together.  The forms that these books can take are limited only by yours 
and your class’s imagination.  In Chapter 5, you will receive more specific 
instructions on how to create Vowels-Only Books.  

The brief description of the levels of activities associated with the books 
component of the Reading Program is now completed.  The next set of 
descriptions is directed at providing an overview of the stamping and writing 
activities.  You will now learn which activities with stamps and writing are meant 
to parallel what you already know about picture packets, worksheets, and books.  


